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Beaulieu. To Alexander, however, France was the breeding place of revolution and social discord. This opinion was shared by Giers. "How can these people, the French, be stupid enough to imagine that Emperor Alexander would march with the Clemenceau against his uncle/' Giers told Bernhard von Billow in December, 1886. "This alliance would be abhorrent to the emperor, who does not wish to pull the chestnuts out of the fire for the commune." Official distrust did not preclude a degree of cooperation. At the end of 1888 Russia placed in France a large order for army rifles. Beginning in 1888-1889, as a consequence of the anti-Russian maneuvers of the German bankers, Russian foreign loans were issued chiefly on the French money market. The success of these operations and the fact that French investors were holders of Russian securities favored the political rapprochement between the two countries.
The real stimulus, however, came from Berlin. Refusal to renew the Russian alliance was followed by other German moves that caused uneasiness in both St. Petersburg and Paris. The treaty with England (June 14,1890, N.S.) by which Germany gave up claims to territories in Africa and acknowledged a British protectorate over Zanzibar in exchange for the cession of the island of Heligoland in the estuary of the Elbe was interpreted as a sign of closer relations between Berlin and London. Official references to the renewal for six years of the Triple Alliance (May, 1891), whose terms, however, were not disclosed, contributed to the state of political tension. Emperor William's visit to England in July, 1891, gave rise to persistent, albeit unwarranted, rumors that the Triple Alliance was to be joined by Great Britain.
The time was propitious for a formal Franco-Russian accord. A visit of the French fleet to Kronstadt, where it was given an enthusiastic reception, paved the way for the negotiations (July, 1891). The foundation of the future alliance was laid in an exchange of notes of August 27, 1891r N.S., in which the two governments agreed to come to an understanding on measures they were to adapt "immediately and simultaneously" in case of a threat to peace. This formula, accepted by the Russian ambassador to Paris, Baron Arthur Mohren-heiiB, went further in the direction of definite commitments than was intended fay Giers. Because of his hesitation and procrastination the text of the supplementary military agreement was not signed until August 17, 1892, NJS. It provided that if Fiance were attacked by Germany, or by Italy supported by Germany, or if Russia were at-